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measure of culture to be found among the higher classes in India. Different opinions have been held on the subject. It is contended, on the one side, that true culture has almost vanished from a land which boasted at one time of a splendid chivalry and a nobility of the highest refinement. It Is pointed out that there has been no Montaigne and no Abul Fazl In the India of the last two centuries. The conditions of transition from one state of society to another, from one system of thought to another, from one type of civilisation to another, are pre-eminently suitable to the rise of great intellects such as those of Montaigne, or Bacon, or Montesquieu, but no universal Intellect of that kind has appeared in recent years. On the other hand, it is asserted that the culture of the East has permeated through all the grades of society, and that, man for mao, the Individual of the humblest stesses In India is far more refined in his habits, manners-, and ideas than an Individual of a similar class In the West. The last statement Is true. But the phenomenon equally prevails in such countries as Italy, where the traditions of civilisation reach back to earlier centuries than In Western Europe. Moreover, many of the classes In the humbler grades of society in India are only submerged representatives of the culture and distinction of a century or two ago. I have met a Chaukidar who traced his ancestry from the once ruling